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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Science and Technology University, Gopalganj 

Department of Political Science 

1st Year, 2nd Semester-2018 

First Year: Semester II 

Course No. Course Title Marks Credits 

PS113 Western Political Thought (Modern) 100 3.0 

PS121 Oriental Political  Thought (Ancient and Medieval) 100 3.0 

PAD 115 Public Administration in Bangladesh 100 3.0 

PS123 Approaches to the study of Political Science 100 3.0 

PS 131 Political Sociology 100 3.0 

ENG 117 Fundamentals of English 100 3.0 

PS 139 Viva-Voce 50 2.0 

  Total 650 20 

 

The Department  
The Department of Political Science notes that the subject of rationality and its relationship to 
socio-political order is one of the major concern of western political theory as may readily seen 
in the works of Marx, Dhurkheim and Weber and their modern heirs. The progressive 
accumulation of reason evidenced in material practice and its evolution into higher forms of 
cognitive and social integration have often caused us to overlook its sinister aspect. The 
emancipatory potential of reason so strongly stressed by some thinkers has to be balanced by 
Weber’s pessimism. Many recent theoretical debates in social science are concerned explicitly or 
implicitly with the concept of culture, with the nature and organization of societies as system of 
publicly sustained meaning and with the processes where by socio-political life is rendered 
coherent and intelligible. In the developing countries has not been an uninterrupted one in the 
history of modern political thought. The concepts of political structure and political system, the 
subject of Political Science has for the most part been unconcerned with the question of culture. 
However, recently such a concern did emerge towards the elaboration of theories concerning 
the cultural character and dimensions of contemporary socio-political life. The Department of 
Political Science will consider the critiques of western political theories and examines the 
relationship between mood of thought and socio-political structure. It will also explore the 
relationship of rationality to both power and ideology and examine the power of ideology as well 
as ideology of power. Thus the Department of Political Science considers the possibility of a 
search for knowledge. 
 
The students of B.S.S (Honours) of Political Science Department will be acquainted with the state 
of such knowledge and will interact with the people through research and field work for relevant 
courses. Thus students will be able to share people’s thinking, belief, perceptions and 
experiences as well. 
 
The department of Political Science is established in 2017. Currently department offers B.S.S 
(Honours) program. Each year about 95 students enroll in the B.S.S (Honours) program. The 
medium of instruction is both Bengali and English.   
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First Year: Semester II 
PS113 Western Political Thought (Modern) 
Topics 
Introduction: Socio-economic background of Modern Political Thought 
Rise of modern nation state: Machiavelli, Hobbes; Industrial Capitalism and Growth of Modern 
Bourgeoisie; John Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau 
1789: French Revolution. 
Liberalism and Utilitarianism: Bentham; John Stuart Mill; and Thomas Green 
Socialist Thoughts: Utopian Socialism, St Simon, Robert Owen, Fabian Socialism and Hegelian 
Idealism 
Marxism: Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao-Tse-Tung 
Book Reference 

 Arnold Brecht, Political Theory: The Foundation of Twentieth Century Political Thought, 
Bombay: Times of India Press, 1970. 

 Crane Brinton, The Shaping of Modern Political Thought, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1963. 

 George H. Sabine, A History of Political Theory, New Delhi: Oxford & IBH Publishing, 1973. 

 H. Monk, A History of Modern Political Thought, London: Blackwell Publishers, 1993. 

 Karl Marks, Das Kapital, India: Atlantic Books, 13 July 2006. 

 Rymond G. Gettell, History of Political Thought, London: Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1964. 

 V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, USA: International Publishers, 1929. 

 John H Halloweal, Main Currents in Modern political Thought, London, 1963. 

 ‰mq` gKmy` Avjx, divmx wecø‡evËi ivóªwPšÍv, XvKv-1984| 

 gy Av‡qkv DÏxb, AvaywbK ivóªweÁvb, 1976| 

 
 
 
PS121 Oriental Political Thought (Ancient and Medieval) 
Topics 
Ancient Indian Political Thought – Background; Sources. 
Brahmanic, Buddhist and Jain Traditions: Sacred Law. 
Concept of State and Government. 
Kautilya and Arthashastra. 
Ancient Chinese Political Thought: Confucianism, Taoism. 
Mediaeval Sub–Continental Political Thought: Atish Dipinkar, Abul Fazal- Ain-E-Akbari, Akbar the 
Great – Din-E-Elahi. 
Arab Political Thought: Sources and Background – Al-Farabi, Ibne-Rushd, Ibne Sina, Ibne Khaldun, 
Imam Gazzali, Nizamul Mulk-Tusi, Imam Abu Zar Ghafari, Iman Ibn Tayamia.                        
Book Reference 

 S. Altekar, State and Government in Ancient India, New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass Publ., 2002. 

 Bhasker Anand Selatore, Ancient Indian Political Thought and Institutions, Asia Pub. House, 
1963. 

http://www.google.com.bd/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22A.S.+Altekar%22
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 Edward Said, Orientalism, New York: Vintage Books, 1978. 

 H. G. Greel, Confucious and the Chinese Way, Gloucester, USA: Peter Smith Pub, 2000. 

 H. K. Sherwani, Muslim Political Thought and Administration, New Delhi: Idarah-i-Adaliyati, 
1976. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru, The Discovery of India, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997. 

 Karl A. Wittfogel, Oriental Despotism: A Comparative Study of Total power, New York: Vintage 
Books, 1981. 

 Kautilya, The Arthashastra, New Delhi: Penguin Books India, 1992. 

 Kohli Ritu, Kautilya’s Political Theory, New Delhi: Deep & Deep Publications, 1995. 

 Reuben Levy, The Social Structure of Islam, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1969. 

 S. N. Dubey, Development of Political Thought in India, Dubey: ACME Publications, 1983. 

 UN Ghosal, A History of Indian Political Ideas, Bombay: Oxford University Press, 1966. 

 Virender Grover, Political Thinkers of Modern India, New Delhi: Deep & Deep Publications, 
1990. 

 
 
 
PAD 115    Public Administration in Bangladesh 
Topics 
Philosophy of the Constitution: Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and its 
Provisions Relating to Public Administration. 
Historical Background of Public Administration in Bangladesh: (i)The Structure and Organization 
of Public Administration in British India (ii) State of Public Administration in United Pakistan (ii) 
Government Organs and their interrelationship (iv) Secretariat Set-up, Ministries, Divisions, 
Departments, Autonomous and Semi-Autonomous Bodies/Agencies- Structure, Functions and 
Relationship (v) Field Administration in Bangladesh: District and Upazilla Administration- 
Structure, Functions, Control and Coordination (vi) Public Administration System in Bangladesh.  
Bangladesh Civil Service: (i) Inter-cadre Conflict (ii) Accountability and Transparency (ii) 
Administrative Corruption. 
Politics-Administration Interface: Role of Bureaucracy in Public Policy Formulation and 
Implementation.  
Role of the Central Personnel Agencies: The Ministry of Establishment and Bangladesh Public 
Service Commission. 
Public Corporation: Problems and Prospects. 
Field of Public Administration in Bangladesh: Problems and Issues, BPATC.  
Book Reference 

 Ahmed, Ali. (2006)  Role of Higher Civil Servants in Bangladesh. Dhaka: UPL 

 Ali, A. M.M.S. (2007) Civil service management in Bangladesh:  an agenda for policy reform. 
Dhaka: University Press Limited 

 Ali, A. M. M. S. (2002) The lore of Mandarins- towards a non-partisan public service in 
Bangladesh. Dhaka: University Press Limited 

 Ali, A. M. M. S. (2004). Bangladesh civil service: a political-administrative perspective. Dhaka: 
University Press Limited. 
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 Das, S. K. (1998) Civil service reform and structural adjustment. Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 E. Ahmed (Ed.), Bureaucratic elites in segmented economic growth- Pakistan and Bangladesh. 
Dhaka:  University Press. 

 Hughes, O. E. (2003) Public management and administration (3rd eds). New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan 

 H. Zafarullah & Khan, M.M.(2005) The Bureaucratic Ascendancy. New Delhi & Dhaka: South 
Asia & AHD Publishers. 

 Jahan, F. (2006) Public administration in Bangladesh. BRAC University. Dhaka: CGS 

 K.  K.  Tummala  (Ed.) Administrative system abroad. Washington DC: University Press of 
America. 

 Khan, M. M (ed). (1984) Bangladesh: Society Politics and Bureaucracy. Dhaka: CENTAS 

 Khan, M. M, (1988) Administrative Reforms in Bangladesh. New Delhi & Dhaka: South Asia & 
UPL.  

 Khan, M. M. (2006) The Dominant Executive and Dormant Legislature: Executive-Legislature 
Relations in Bangladesh. New Delhi and Dhaka: South Asia & UPL 

 Khan, M. M. (1991) Politics of Administrative Reform in Bangladesh. New Delhi: Ashish 
Publishing House. 

 Lifschultz, L. (1979) Bangladesh: the unfinished revolution. London: Zed Press.  

 Sobhan, R. (1993) Bangladesh: Problems of Governance. Dhaka: University Press Limited. 

 W. gKmy`yi ingvb (2013) ivóªxq msMV‡bi iƒc‡iLv| XvKv: Av‡jqv cÖKvk|  

 
 
 
PS123    Approaches to the study of Political Science 
Topics 
Politics: Meaning, Nature and Scope, Traditional and Behavioral Perspectives, Post-
Behaviouralism and its limitations. 
Approaches to the study of politics: System Analysis, Structural-Functional Analysis, Elite Theory, 
Rational Choice Theory, Group Theory, Role Theory, Decision-Making Theory, Conflict Theory, 
Game Theory, Communication Theory, Psychological Approaches. Marxist and Neo-Marxist 
Approaches. 
Book Reference 

 Almond, G. A. & Powell, G.B (1988) Comparative Politics Today: A Worldview. Boston: 
Foresman & Co. 

 Almond, G. A. & Powell, G.B (1966) Comparative Politics: A Developmental Approach. Boston: 
Foresman & Co. 

 Apter, David E and Eckstein, Harry (1968) Comparative Politics: A Reader. New York: The Free 
Press.   

 Blondel, J,(1999) The Discipline of Politics. New York, NY: Wiley-Interscience, JohnT Wiley & 
Sons  

 Easton, David (1953) The Political System: An Inquiry into the state of Political Science. New 
York: Knopf.  

 Easton, David (1965) A System Analysis of Political Life. New York: John Wiley and Sons.  
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 Huntington, S. P and Weiner, Myron (1987) Understanding Political Development. Boston: 
Little Brown and Co. 

 Isaac.A. C, (1997) The Method and Scope of Political science. USA: Harcourt College Pub. 

 Lasswell, Harold D (1958) Politics: Who gets what, when and how? New York: The World 
Publishing Company.  

 Lasswell, H, D. & Lerner, D (ed.), (1951) The Policy Sciences: Recent Developments in Scope and 
Method. Stanford: Stanford. University Press, 1951. 3-15. 

 Storing , Herbert, J.(1962) Essays on The Scientific Study of  Politics. New York: Holt, Rinehart 
and Winston. 

 GgvRDÏxb Avng` (1995) Zzjbvg~jK ivRbxwZ: ivR‰bwZK we‡kølY,  XvKv: evsjv‡`k eyK Ki‡cv‡ikb wj:| 

 
 
 
PS 131 Political Sociology 
Topics 
Political Sociology: meaning, scope and growth, Its relation with Social Sciences. 

Basic Concepts: Politics, Political System, Society, Community, Association, Institution. Groups-

primary and secondary; Reference Groups, In-Groups and Out Groups; Culture and Civilization. 

The mass society. 

Social Structure: Social Stratification – Social conflict – Social Mobilization.  

Influence and Power. 

Political Leadership: Elite Theories-Classical and Modern. Criticisms against Elite Theory. 

Authority, Bureaucracy: dysfunction’s of Bureaucracy. 

Political Culture: Political socialization and participation. 

Political Violence and Terrorism, Drug Trade. 

Political Party and Pressure Group. 

Ideology and Change: Political Beliefs and Values- Fanaticism, Communalism, Secularism. 

Book Reference 

 Alessandro Pizzorno (ed.), Political Sociology: Selected Readings, Harmondsworth: Penguin 
Books, 1971. 

 Ali Ashraf and L. N. Sharma, Political Sociology: A New Grammar of Politics, India: Madras 
University Press, 1983. 

 H. V. Wiseman, Political System: Some Sociological Approaches, London: Kegan Paul, 1967. 

 Hamza Alavi and Heodor Shanin (eds.), Introduction to Sociology of Developing Societies, New 
York: Monthly Review Press, 1982. 

 P. C. Wasburn, Political Sociology: Approaches, Concepts, Hypothesis, New Jersey: Prentice-
Hall, 1982. 

 Robert A. Dahl, Who Governs, United States: Yale University Press, 2005. 

 ----------, Modern Political Analysis, USA: Yale University Press, 2004. 

 R. M. MacIver, State and Society, Routledge: University of Stellenbosch, 1977. 

 Ronald Inglehart, The Silent Revolution, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1977. 
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 S. M. Lipset, Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics, Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1960. 

 S. N. Fisenstadt(ed.), Political Sociology: A Reader, NewYork: Basic Books,1971. 

 T. B. Bottomore, Elites and Society, New York: Routledge, 1993. 

 Shamsul I. Khan et al, Political Culture, Political Parties and the Democratic Transition in 
Bangladesh, Dhaka: Academic Publishers, 1996. 

 gynv¤§` BqvnBqv AvLZvi, ivR‰bwZK ms¯‹…wZ I mvgvwRKxKiYt cÖm½ evsjv‡`k, XvKv: wb‡e`b cvewj‡KkÝ, 1989| 

 
 
 
ENG 117  Fundamentals of English 
Topics 
1. Reading and Understanding: Comprehension (From an unseen Passage)   
2. Grammar: Questions to be answered       
a) Use of Right form of Verbs 
b) Use of Articles 
c) Use of Appropriate Preposition 
d) Transformation of Sentences 
e) Idioms and Phrases 
f) Framing WH Question 
h) Communicating English (Notions/functions) 
i) Voice Change 
j) Structure 
Writing Skill: 
1. Paragraph Writing (Principles and types)  
2. Letter Writing: (Personal, Social, Official, Commercial and Resume Diplomatic) 
3. Translation: English to Bengali Bengali to English 
4. Essay Writing  
5. English for the professional purpose 
 
Reference 
01. Ahammed, Sadruddin: Learning English, the Easy Way 
02. A. J. Thomson and A Martinet: A Practical English Grammar 
03. Murphy, R: Intermediate English Grammar 
04. A.S. Hornby:Guide to Patterns and Usage of English 
05. Barnet Stubbs: Practical Guide to Writing 
06. A.S. Hornby: Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary 
07. Imhoop, M: From Paragraph to Essay 
 


